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The Reptrblic of Guinea ("Guinea") and the Republic of Liberia ("Liberia"l

RECOGNIZTNG their long-standing friendship, strong economic ties and close

cultural links;

RECALLING the Mano River unlon (MRU) Declaration with the aims and obiective

ofexpandingeconomicdeve|opmentthroughenhancedr€glona|cooperat io.n;by
coopera t ion in theexpans ionof in te rna t iona | t rade;by thecrea t ionofcond i t ions
favourab|e to the expansion of mutua| productive capacity, inc|udin8 cooperation

in the creation of new productive capacity; and to secure a fair distribution of the

benefits of economic cooPeration;

RECALuNG the revised rreaty of the Economic community of west African states

(ECOWAS) (Cotonou 1993), which has been the basis of promoting cooperation

and integration for the establishment of an economic union in west Africa in

order to raise the living standards of its people, to maintain and enhance

economic stability, to foster relations among Member states and to contribute to

the progress and development of the African continent;

l l f i l^ l i j ; ;G..heProtoco|f ' : ' i :? ic.1' ;p! i .=. t iorrcj theTra::gi tAgreementonMotlnt
Nimba(Mifergutnrrt , ) ' . : )s ignedcnJanuary22'L983'bythePeoplc 'S&evolut ionary
Republic of Guinea and tne fiepuD;il :-'f l-iberia and reaffirming the'spirit ' 'rf botlt

Governments to facilitate the transit of iron ore and other resources from Guinea

through Liberla;

coNstDERtNG the access to the transportation facilities and infrastructure in

Liberia to facilitate the transport of Guinea-based natural resources through

L iber ia fo rexpor t ,andthe t ranspor to fpersonne landgoodsdest inedforGu|nea

t h r o u g h L i b e r i a t o s u p p o r t s u c h G u i n e a . b a s e d o p e r a t i o n s , i s a c o n c r e t e s t e p i n
furtherance of the promotion of sub-regional economic integration' acceleration

of economic development, expansion of mutual productive capacity' and securing

ofafa|rdlstr ibut ionoft trebenef i tsofeconomiccooperat ionintheirrespect ive
countriesl

A|M|NG to enhance econom|c and socia| benefits, improve |iv|ng standards and

ensureh ighandsteadygrowth in rea l incomes in the i r respec t ive ter r i to r ies
through the cross border transportation and movement of goods;
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EultDlNG on their respective rights, obligations and undertakings as rnembers of
the Mano River union, EcowAs, and under other murtiraterar, regionar and
bilateral agreements and arrangements;

REAFFIRMING their right to pursue economic strategies suited to their respective
development goals and their respective sovereign rights to regulate acflvities in
their respective countries to realize their national potiry objectives;

coNSclOUs that a Comprehensive Cross Border Transit Co-operation Agreement
would contribute not only to the acceleration of economic development in both
countries, but would also secure closer links and a fair distribution of the benefits
of economic cooperation in their respective countries;

Now THEREFORE, the Government of the Republic of Liberia and the
Government of the Republic of Guinea agree as follows:

ARTICTE 1
OB.,ECr

The obj:;t ai this Protocol is t; cr-fi:m the commitment of the Government of
.i:: illublic of Liberia to granting access ani tire Crr;ernment of the Republic of
Guinea to accepting the use of said access, to transportation facilities and
infrastructure in Liberia including in particular railways and ports, to facilitate the
transportation of Guinea-based natural resources through Liberia for export, and
the transportation of personnel and goods destined for Guinea through Liberia to
support such Guinea-based natural resource operations.

ARTICTE 2
AUTHORIZATION & IMPLEMENTATTON MODALIW

The parties understand that cross border transit cooperation involves not only an
agreement on the mode of passage and the points of entry, infrastructure,
security issues, immigration, customs, taxes and fees among others, but also the
designation of the entlties to use the facilities by each Party. In this regard, the
Governrnent of Guinea shall have the primary authority to designate the entity or
entities from the Guinean side that are to use the Liberian-based transportation
facilities and infrastructure. Any such entity approved by the Government of
Guinea shall also be subject to approval by the Government of Liberia.
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Any entity designated by the Government of Guinea and approved by the

Government of Liberia shall enter into a more comprehensive and separate cross

border transit cooperation agreernent with the Government of the Republic of

Liberia for the use of transportation facilities and infrastructure in Liberia on

terms and conditions to be mutually agreed upon within the spirit of this Protocol'

A n y e n t i t y ( o r e n t i t i e s ) s o d e s i g n a t e d b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f G u i n e a m u s t h o | d

mining t i t le(s) relating to mineral

the co-ordinates set out below:

resources situated within the area defined by

9"25'24"
9"15',42"
8"37'06"
9"37',06"
9o44',
8"44',10"
8" 17',46"

7037'03"' i '3i: '10" 8"21',13"
7"33'09" B"2B'35"

ARTICLE 3

ADMINISTRATION {

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in close collaboration with the Ministry of Lands'

Mines and Energy 
".ia 

,n. Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Liberia shall

ad rn in i s te r th i sPro toco | fo randonbeha l fo f theGovernmen to f theRepub | i co f
Liberia. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of mines and Geology and

theMin i s t r yo fT ranspor t sha l l admin i s te r th i sPro toco l fo randonbeha l fo f the
Republic of Guinea'
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8"A3',24"
8"25 '00"
8 "25 '00 "

go 1 5'00"
7"55'00"
7"55'00"



ARTICTE 4
ENTRY INTO FORCE

This Protocol shall come Into force on the date of slgnlng by the Government of
the Republic of Uberia on the one hand and the Government of the Republic of
Guinea on the other hand,

ARTICTE 5
Amendments

Either party shall request amendments to this Protocol. Any such amendment
shall be by mutual consent.

v
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WHEREFORE AND lN VIEW OF THEJOREGOING, this Instrument
has been executed on the '1'f . -day of October 2013 in
two original coples each containing the true text thereof in the
English and the French languages.

FORTHE GOVERNMENT OF
REPUELIC OF LIBERIA

ka\a*P+;

FORTHE GOVERNMENT OF THE
THE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA
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Conakry te ..i "..J...i,ii,;.J.i:.. li:t 1il'I{NfSTERE OES MINES
ET OE LAGEOLOGIE

C/.8INET OU MINISTRE €i OLftnare
',ii 

[i';lj

A
Monsieur Aboubacar SAMpIL
Pr6sident-Directeur G6n6ral
West Africa Exploration S.A

coNAKBy

()bje( ; Autorisation d'exporter le
ivlinerai de fer par le Liberia.

:vlonsieur le Pr6sident.Directeur G6n6ral,

r';c1rrq6 r6ception de votre courrier en date du 31 fuillet aoLg, relative i votre
iienrande d'autorisaiion d'exporter vclre minerai cte ier i partir du port situ6 air
i,ib6ria. Je vous en remerci=.

,i1;t'ds 6tude du rapport descriptif de votre projet d'exploitation de minerai de fer aux
Monts Nimba de iuin 2OL3 faisant ressortir la proximit6 de votre gisement avec Ie
i,ibdria, et pour des raisons de rentabitit6 €conomique de I'exploitation et d'€vacuation
.ic vos ressources, le Gouvernement accorde I'autorisation d'exporter votre minerai de,
rr,: 'a parlir du territoire Lib6rien. {

"etrillez agr6er, Monsieur le Prtisident- Directeur G6n6ral, l'expression de mes
r ne illeurs sentiments.

./MMG/CAB/CEFt2013
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REPUBLIC OF GUINEA

WorkJustice-Sol idarity

Conakry, [stamp] 13 AUGUST,20t3

(t
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Uogol
MINISTRY OF MINES
ANDGEOLOGY

MINISTER'S OFFICE

No. [stamp] | 062 lMMG / C AB / CEF /20 tg

From The Minister

To
Mr Aboubacar SAMpIL

President and CEO
' WestAfrica Exploration S.A. (Lrd.)

CONAKRY

Re: Authorisation for Liberia
to export lron Ore

Dcar ffi Pfcsfulent and CEO,

I am rvriting to notiff you that I havc rcceiutd your lener datcd 3l July, 2013, rcgading your request for
authorisation to €xport your iron orc frrom thc port locaed in Liberia. Thank you for your letter,

After having studied the report describing your project to mine iron ore in the Nimba Mountains dated
June 2013, which noted the proximity oI'your mineral deposit to Liberia, for reasons related to financialprofitability for the mining and e:rtraction of your resourcesn the Government is granting your request forauthorisation to export your iron ore througb Libernnterritory. 

c

I remainn Mr. President and CEO, with best wishes.

[signature]
[samp:J Ministry of Mines and Geology R.C.; the Minister

llohagred,Lam ine FOFANA
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P.o.r.ii
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Fi1r..-5rDr,N{t n i}f:I . A R llPI IRLIQUE RtiPi-i8t.l(lt, F-. DF (-iL' I\f,L
'l'ravail . Lrgrice - Soticiaritc

SECRET.{ R i AT f;NN:E R A I . Dt. Ci()t -'V HRNEI.fEJ{T

DECRET I\ODzOT3I*- J 5O " 
""*ffiG/SCG

PORTANT OCI]RO T D' T.iIi PSi&VTI$ I}OE}iPLOITATIOI{ iT{ INI E.R E
..t LA SOCTE.TE IYES'I'AI,'RICA EXFLOR,TTION SrI,

LE PRESIDENT

\/u La Con.stimrisn ;

\iu La Loi L,201 l.'006.tCN'l' du (J9 scpternbre 201 I, pofl:lnr C*de Minier de
La Rcpublique dc Guinc+ :

\tu t.c Ddcrct fit20l l,'l t2,PRG,rSGC du 1l alrll portaat attnbutrons et
Organisaticrn du h'{inistere dcs lr'liues et de Ia G€ologic ;

Vu l,es l].!crets D,t012,t109/?RC/SGC du $S.octobrc 2012, D,?012/12!/PRGiliCG
du 08 novembre 2(t12 ct Df20l2-i127{PRfi/SCG du ?8 novesrbre 2012, portant
hftrrninaticrr dc Mirristres :

Vu Les r"esultats des etudes de Pr€ faisabiliti d'bxploitation du giscrncrtt dc Fcr dans
ia i'rffect'.:rE de Lala

'.':; i.a .l::'rrandc de Pcnnis d'Exptoitaticn l"{iniei< formul€e par Ia S$cie,te \ltLs'l'
AFRICA L'ICPLORATION SA-, en date du 1(r septembrc 2013 ;

Sur Recommandation du tvtinistire des Mincs E{. de la Cidologie

T ' E C R E T E ,

.tjficle l": ll est accord€ a ta sa$iffe wl{s:l' AI{RI{:rt EXPLORATION SA., donr
lc sicgc social cst Ltabli * Conakry'- Commun de Kalourn, BP: 68E6, R€publique de
Cui;ric, tin (l) Permls d'Erptoitation nriniErc pour le Feq 5rlr unc strpcrficic de
Vrngt trois (23 Kmt) Kilornetres catr€s, dans la lt6fectures dc Lol*.

l,@
2- t Conforrrrdrucnt aur dispositions c'isees i I'Article 3? du (-'.odc tr'linier de la
R€pubtique de (iuiade, k <iur€e de vatiditd du pr€sent penuis esr fix6c h Quinr* tlSl
ani;- refiouvelable.

2.? I.rr priscnt pcrrni5 e*t irr-scrit dans le Registre des Titr*s Minicrs oul'grf it cet effct *
la Division Irribnnations Geologiques et Mini€res fl)lcM.) du Ccntre de Prornotion et
de Ddreloppement MiniErs l h4inist'Lrc dcs Mines et clc la Geologi* soret le N"urnero
\o, !2013,r ' t rOt ;  ' {DICht iCPDh' I .
{rticle 3: Csnforffiem-st au ptan l/2tX} O{j{t de la tbuillc 

'lriz-{rckorc 
FfB-2g-)CXil).

le perirnttre du pennis aiusi acc+rclc r:st tl(rfini par lrru *t:Nrrd,rnn€e* g€ograplriques ci-
dcssr:us ;
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Cf. Ftaa de dispisition drr pcrrnis cn annexe.

,''.*,*-:!j Couform€neot aux dispo$itions de I'Anicle l0g rju Crytc Minier- le
Titulaire du p#synt ltcrmis, la Soci€te WESI AI'RICA. EXPLORATION liA a
I'abli$rtion d'crnlrlover i €galite de cornpitcnccs .lcs n*tionaux g;uin€ens en prioritc-

.t:ri:[e {t I-e Titulaire, la Soci€te WEST AFRIC'{ E}[PLORA:['ION SA, s,st trlnu dc
coinntencer les trawlux de.ddvckrplxtttent denq uo d6lai rnaximurn d'un an, i cornpter
ic- la date d'<xtn:r du pr(vnt Perrttis d'exploitation, confonilcmert aux dispositions de
i'Articlc -l ldu eode lv{inier.
I ltielr f.: -{u t:tr* dit pr4sent permis, le:- +t?i3atiens de g+n Jitulairc, la SocietdlVES'f
.i.Fiii.il-"r. L,\fLOR{l'tCii .}A." relariver au respect de la rcglemeniati<iil de I'hygrenc
-:- -l-: ia stcurit6 des travaillctrr*r i la p;€enia*.st de I'environrtetuent et a la remrse cn
;iet ejes z_clrics affccrcc:i par les :rar?rrx vrnt r€gics crrnfrrrns€meai aux dispositirlrr.
'.-isccs aut articles 64-. 104.143 ei 144 du Code Minier, au''r arficlcs ?0, 60, 69 du Code
,.{e I'Enrirontr€mem-

L/'ic?e 7: Conformement aux dispositiorrs de I'Article 142 du Ccrrtc Minicr, la Sociit€
\\'gST AF-RICII }IXPI.OR.{TIO${ SA a I'obligation dc.fsire suirre et contrdler lc
plan dc gestiost environnemcntale ct so+ialc 0rr lc* Scrviccs pubtics de I'Ad,minirtrariorr
i--cr:tralc er EffilCIrrale cancern€s par lc prcjcr d'exploitation du I':er, crr collaborarion
:rvec la Direction lriationale dcs iv{ine; cR vue de la protection ct dc la con-ccrvetion de
la bioCiversit€ des monts Nimba airrsi gue de Ia valeur rrrir.eniellc e.tccptionnelle.

,'tricle 8j Oure les dispositions mentionnies cidessus" Ie Titutairc, la Srrci*relVEST
,lFRfCA EXPLORA I'ION $.4. rrir ssumis au paiement :

' Des ftais d'instructiorr dcs dossiels- fi.tes tbrfaitaircs $rritant l'An€t€ Conjoint
N'A2008i3765"lMtrF- 'VL,fGiSCG" du 10 Octobre 2008 e lluit ceat cinquante
(8t0) Dollam tiS par Pernais, s$it au tfilal : IIuft cent cinquante (fi50) Ilollar.e
IJS, A vcrscr au Conptc Na 49 22 Ki du CPDM.
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D'rrrr droit cie timl.re= frrd suir nt l'Ardr€ Con-ioinr N",42tifiB1j 7t:L-iMF,T-
Ml','fC.'-sCtj. du l0 Crciol:rE 2i'0t-{ a Sc'gr! rirille cin<f cerlr {? 50(ii Dallars iJS par
Krr::. soit au trrrai : C*rrt *$ixanre <irruze miils cinq cents {l?2 5st}} Dsllr.rs US
dont ;
- {lciri vregt niille sepr cinquade tl20 ?5ui i-)nllars us. aij ttcrmiric

l{o4l lI f,d9 tia 'IrEsor 
Public, ii la Banque C*nireic <ie la R*pubiir"lrri- de

iluiilce :
- cinqv+"*tc un mrlt*-. f,ep{ cents einquanre (5i ?50'} Drrltars US, au Compte

l{o{1 11 33d du Fondr d'lnvesrisscmcnt MiniEr. iia l3arrqu.; denrrate dir li:
P.,epubiiquc .de Cuinee ;

I)'ene redevitrrce xrp*-ficiaire awwcllt 6xee sur:r€nt I'rld'rgl* {60 ciu Cnde
rirtljEr :i *trixagte grrinee Doliars L;S par Kmt fl5 $USiKms/an)" soit au tc{al :
ir'lriir sepr cenls vingr cinq ( l TZjl Dollars US, e vers{:r au liEu tl'i.mlrlaruadnn
rtu Fennis susvis€-

iJinq supiix certifi*es rlu regu dc vcrserneft de ladite redelrdncc doilent €.irc
d("p,ilsc,:f crhligatoireinenr au (IPDL'{. pGs enrcgistrernent,

* iles t'rais ,i* publiceii<.rn au Joum;rl Officiel dz l,aRdpublique, au Compre ,J,iI
Sei.ri*,; Ji.trSecr€tariar C€lreral du {iourerrsrnfitr {SGG}. i la Banquc ftriual:r
r-ir ia iiiirill;iiqir i* fj:-ru+

.-,.r=:i.ig.-.:';, -'\'.'il*l l'extriratron de ia prigci" ;:*rr laquelle ie prcs{:gt Fernars ii ct-
"tr' riii r, ir, $iiciite IVLST .'tFRICA EXPLOR.IIION S&, itlxrurrair ! L{ri,r rli* iiri
-'i ;i',u* r'r-drj,:r de retrait par l'Etar Guin&n aux conrlidons suivani*s :
-( ;r'JiiTrrl:r'r:l1eei, par [e Tiiulaire, lz soci€t€ wEsr A]:Rlc-A EXPL,0R-I,TI{}I{ sA.
:trs rrl:iigarions lui inconbant cn terar des Arricles {r,7,dg ci-dcrssu$,
'a'rriclc l0: l,c bfirrist&re dcx Miler ct de la Gstod* e$ chargd de l"applicaricrr dli
licrent ili.crer_

"' 
rrictre 1l: Le prcsc*r D€cret qui abroge toilIs di$positr{Jns conrr*irsff- prend effsr *r

::i'i:i:lliel dr x rf*tc de siguaiure et sfii enrereistr€ et pubti€ au Jrrrrnal $fficicl de la
tiroubfuqrrc.

(J*neiiry',i*..-. ff Sffuftt 2{JL3


