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J9INT COMMUNIQUE

Hi,s Ex'cetlency Dr. Wi'ttiam R. Tolbert Jr., President of the

aefuu,c of Li.berin, paifi. orc offi'cint ai,sit to the Federal Refubli'c

of Ntgerin rvom 18 - lgth May, 1973 at the inui,tatinn of Hi,s

Excellency Genel'at Yafuibu Gouton, Head of the Federal Mi'li'tary

Gouemment, cornrnand,er-i,n-chief of the Armed Forces. on hi's

arri,aal qnd. throughout hi's stay i.n Nigeri'a, the Presi'dent of Li'beri'a

and, hi,s d,elegati.on r'eceiaed, a 'u)q,rnc and, cordinl recepti,on befi'ttw

the clnse .,ti,es of fri.end.ship bindinS the tuo countri'es.

tutriW the ai,si.t, the two Heads of State held di'scassi'ons on

a wid,e range of i;nternnti'onal and, Afri,can rnatters as well as subiects

af rmtfu,al i,nterest to bi'tateral relati'ons between th'e two countri'es '

TIrc ili,sc.nssions were hetd. i,n a spi,ri,t of ?rofount. understandfug and

Ufothqlgod Gttd in furthera,nce of th'e d'esi're of the two Heads of

State ts msinfo.in close contacts and, cotts-uttetians between thernselues

Erd theb govstnrnents.

TIre tN Eeads of state etcfressed tkei,r gqneral sati'sfactinn

sfurt ffie iwtwisgb &nprosd fu*eyno,tional ei,fu'ati'on. They welcorne'

fr-*e gstffil af tension in thp wodd,:''todny, the prornotinn of
'd*,t*t" 

betrneen ideotogi,cat btocs qnd the increasW desi're'for nego-

ti,ati,ons md the search for peaceful so,lutinns to i,ntem.atinnal di'sputes

and. conflicts. They expressed' thei'r ioint conuintinn that there

should. be no d,erogatfun of the i'mportant role of the Uni'ted Nations

organi,sati,on i,n the promoti.on and protection of i,nternational peace

and securi,tY.

A.t the sarne ti.rne the two Heq,ds of State expressed thei'r

co2lcet yL for the eaer growi'ng gap between the d'eueloped and

d.eaetopi,ng a.y'eqs of the wodd and, the i'ncreasinng deteri'oration i'n

tlte terms of trade and. th.e rate of growtlt, qnd' d'eaetopment of tloe

d,eaelo\i,r8 countri,es. They expressed' thei,r csnai'ction that deaelopw

c:ountri,es parti,catarty i,n Afri;ea ca'n ad'aaftee theit eeonomi,c and social
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The two Heads of state agreed that urgmt reforms qre

necessa?'y i'n tke existi'rg internati,onal econorni,c order to i,rnproae
the posi.tions of the deaelopirg countri.es i.n flie fietd.s of trad.e,
monetary aw&ngernents and deuelopment assi,stance so that they can
pay tltei'r wag tlmough equi,table internntinnnl i;ntercourse. They also
agreed tkat the main objecti.ue of relati.onshi,ps between i,nd.i.ai.&tat
o?' groups of Afri,can countri,es with other econorni,es or econornic
groupwtgs in the world sltould be to snhqnce the capacities of
Afri'can cquntt i'es to promote econorni,c measures that are fundamentat
to both thei.r future deaelopment and i.ntra-Afri.con cooperatinn.

With regard to the Organi,zation of Afri,can (Inity, the two
Heads of State, qn the eue of wte tenth qnrli,aersary of that Organi,-
zation, re-affi,rmed tltei,r fai,th. and confidence i.n the charter and
obiecti'ues of the organizati,on. Tltey expressed thei,r sati,sfacti.on
wi'th tlte achieaements of the organi,zation of Afri,can uni,ty a.s a
machi,nery for the promoti,on of peace ond, stabi,ti,ty in Afri.ca and.
rei,terated thei'r cornrnon cornmi,trnent and support to the Organizati,on
of African (Ini.ty i.n i.ts effot ts for the total tiberation of Afri.ca from
all forrns of coloni.ali.sm; the eli,mi.nati.on of apatrthei.cl and, racial
di,scri,rni,natinn; and the aduancernent of the econorni.c and, soci.al
deaelopment of Afri'can countri'es. The two Heads of State expressecl
tlzei,r conui'cti'on thnt the. forthcomi,ng cornrnernorati,ae session of the
tenth anni,uersary of the organi,sation of ,\fri,can (Ini.ty sltoutd

Brouide the opportuni,ty for assessi.ng i,ts ach.ieusments an"d takirg
apptropria'te rneasures to strengthm the organi,zati,on as qn i;nstnnnent

for uni,ty, prog?'ess and solidnri,ty i,n Afri,ca.

with regard to bi,lateral relations, the two Heads of state
agreed to insti,h,tte aPprofifi,ate rneasares to explore and further
deuelop a?'ea,s of cooperati,on i,n economi,c relqti,ons, trad,e, shi,ppitrg
q'ltd aai'ati'on and infutstri.al lmrmonisati.on betueen the two countri.es.
To tlti's end, they decided that early steps srtoutd, be taken to
csnclude the releaant a,greernents on these matters.
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The two Heads of State togetlter reai,ewed. tlte efforts,

i,n the past fi,ae years towar'ds closer econnrni,c ties and coopera.ti.on

in West Afri,ca. In thi.s connecti'on tloey rtoted that the states of

tlte sub-reginn. are taki,rg rnore acti,ue and practi,cal ste/s i,n recent

years,and that a rrumber of sub-regianal grou/wtgs for co-operatinn

otzd joi'nt deueloprnent lnue been created i,n West ffii,ca. They

rei,terated thei,r determi.nati,on to work togeth.er i,n consultati,on ard.

concert wi.th other goaqvv,rnercts of the s'r'b-region for tlte early

attai,nrnent of a West Afvican Econorni,c Commani.ty catti.ng act oss

langaage, anlh*ral, ideologi,cal or other bawi,ers.

T'he fuesidetzt of the Refubli'c of Liberi'a expressed hi's

dee/ utd sinsere apfreci.otisn to the Head. of the Federal Mili'tary

Got;qrnmstt, tlze Goaernment ard people of Ni'gui'a for tlee uarrn

ed fruterltel receptinn, accsrded hinz cnd. hi,s entourage througltout

thei,r stay i;n NiSqie.

(GENEFAL YAKABU W. WILLT&M BERT JR. , )
Head of the Federal, Mf,itw! Cw-
nmant, Cornmm.d.s-in-Chiq of &e of Li.berin.
Armed Forces of tlrc Fdsml

Refublic of Nig#ia.


